
HAMPSHIRE AND ISLE OF WIGHT
SALIVA TESTING PROGRAMME

Southampton:
36,024 total cases
1,040 new cases in last 7 days
Trend: Upwards

Hampshire:
181,491 total cases
6,184 new cases in last 7 days
Trend: Upwards 

There is a large team of people, all working
to deliver the Saliva Testing Programme in
your schools and colleges. This week we
would like you to meet Alethia Hailes who is
one of our Engagement Coordinators. She is
responsible for contacting settings 
and guiding them
through the process of
joining the programme 
and answering any 
questions that arise. 
She is also in charge of 
data reporting to share 
important information 
such as numbers of samples 
coming through the lab.  

Data for week beginning
15th November

THE PROGRAMME IN
NUMBERS

Staff uptake

Student uptake

Staff 
participation

Watch Alethia's video here

Participation; Number of 
participants who have
provided at least 1 sample
previously and who have
provided a sample this week

https://bit.ly/HIOWAlethiaHailes

Portsmouth:
31,513 total cases
872 new cases in last 7 days
Trend: Upwards 

Isle of Wight:
16,743 total cases
585 new cases in last 7 days
Trend: Upwards 

VIEW FROM THE REGION

#BEPARTOFTHESOLUTION

Go to our website (www.hiowsalivatest.nhs.uk) to contact the support team via webchat or you can use the freephone number: 0808 1962282. 
Hours this week are Monday to Thursday: 8.30am - 5.00pm, Friday: 8.30am - 4.00pm and Saturday: 9.00am - 1.00pm.

Data is from the national government website, as at 18 November 2021

Latest  news f rom across the programme

22nd Nov 2021

*

Uptake; Number of participants in
schools/college community who have
provided 1 sample

* *

*

Volume of saliva (2mls)
from staff and students 

34.834.8
litreslitres

62%
 

Student 
participation

39%
 

Number of education
settings involved 58

54%
 

52%
 

17,40417,404
Total samples processed
through the lab from
schools and colleges 
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MEET THE TEAMMEET THE TEAMMEET THE TEAM

Your data is
kept secure and

confidential

We take the security of your
data very seriously. All data

are kept secure and
confidential. Access to data

is only available to those
who need to process your

sample and return your
result. Your data is not

shared with anyone outside
of the programme.

Saliva samples
are only tested
for COVID-19

For more information,
visit our FAQs:

www.hiowsalivatest.nhs.
uk/test-results/about-

saliva-test

Why do you think it's important for school
students to regularly take part in saliva testing?

How does it make you feel that
your school is taking part in the

saliva testing programme?

Why do you think students might
not take part in saliva testing?

How could we encourage students to
take part – what would motivate them

and remind them to take part?

NEW TEAM MEMBERS!NEW TEAM MEMBERS!NEW TEAM MEMBERS!

DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW? REMEMBERING TOREMEMBERING TOREMEMBERING TO    
TAKE YOUR TESTTAKE YOUR TESTTAKE YOUR TEST

We have two new Schools Engagement
Coordinators joining the team this week - 

 Emma Bailey and Debb Payne.
 

Once they've settled in, we'll ask them to put
a 'meet the team' video together to introduce

themselves properly.

We've been asked for ideas to help students remember
to take their test in the morning - it can be tricky to
remember in the midst of all their other tasks / morning
routine. Here are some ideas to pass on to students:

The night before: Put
the sample packs / tube
into their empty cereal
bowl on the counter 

The night before: Put the
sample pack / tube on top
of their usual box of cereal

Set an alarm or electronic
reminder

Put a reminder on the
milk (think marker pen!)
or on the fridge

We love to hear feedback on the programme, and how saliva testing is making a difference to
schools and colleges. We asked Anjali, a Year 10 student from St Anne's Catholic School in
Southampton some questions, and these are her responses:

"By allowing students and staff to take part in the saliva testing
programme, it keeps the school a safe place and hopefully free
of COVID-19. It ensures that the people who do have the virus
are aware and then they can isolate to avoid it being passed to
others. It is also a very simple way of testing compared to the
lateral flow tests which some may find uncomfortable. By only
having to spit into a sample pot, it is a lot more appealing to
people (especially younger generations) compared to having to
swab the nose and throat."

"Some may choose not to take part in saliva 
testing due to not knowing exactly where their 
data is going, but it is good to know that real care over data
security is being taken. Some may also just forget to do the
test before they've had breakfast or brushed their teeth."

"By my school being a part of the saliva testing
programme, I feel proud at the steps we are

taking to try and stop the spread of COVID-19.
Because staff and students are testing, it

makes our school a safer place and a step
closer to a sort of normality. This allows

students to be able to be more focused on
their work and and feel more comfortable."

"By ensuring confidentiality and safety of their
data, this may encourage others to take part. If
they usually forget, leaving the test equipment
by their bed the night before may be an easy

way to remind them to do the test." 

Your saliva sample is only
tested for COVID-19. No

DNA is extracted or stored.
If your test result is

positive, your sample may
be sent off for genotyping

(to look at the genetic code
of the virus for changes

and mutations), to
contribute to research

about variants. 

We hope you are continuing to find the saliva test simple, convenient and
reassuring in helping to keep your school community safer.

Congratulations to Swaythling Primary School for increasing student participation this week and to
the Henry Cort Community College for having high participation rates every week since joining the

programme.
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