HAMPSHIRE AND ISLE OF WIGHT
SALIVA TESTING PROGRAMME

8th Nov 2021

Latest news from across the programme
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WELCOME TO OUR SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES

Number of education
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A big welcome to Saint George Catholic College and Upper Shirley High School
and students from Oasis Sholing Academy in Southampton, who both join the
programme this week. We hope you find the test simple, convenient and reassuring in
helping to keep your school community safer.

As COVID-19 cases continue to rise, we are seeing big increases in
the number of patients admitted to our local hospitals. This graph
shows the number of confirmed COVID-19 patients in hospital in the
UK over the last six months. There has been a sharp increase since
the beginning of October.
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https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/details/healthcare
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As we head towards Christmas, and we see lowering immunity in the population, further cases are likely to
create additional pressure on the NHS. Alongside this, flu and other respiratory illnesses are already circulating
in the UK. Continuing to test twice weekly alongside all the other preventive measures undertaken in schools
and colleges will support efforts to avoid major disruption to education, as well as giving additional reassurance
to staff, students, parents and guardians.

Scientific modelling has shown that if
schools and colleges had a minimum of:

70% participation
in saliva testing, this could be enough to STOP inschool transmission of COVID-19. While there is
understandably some ‘covid fatigue’, we would
encourage everyone to test regularly twice a week,
while noting that even a rate of 50% or above is
beneficial in reducing transmission.

Schools/Colleges - Please contact your School
Engagement Coordinator for more information or to
request additional copies.

There's still a way to get there, so let's all do
what we can to boost testing and help keep
school/college and home activities as near
normal as possible.
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There is a large team of people, all working
to deliver the Saliva Testing Programme in
your schools and colleges. This week we
would like you to meet Nick Pockneall who is a
project manager in the Systems Team. Nick is
responsible for helping to check
and validate your data,
upload your data to the
programme system, and
ensure your barcode
labels are printed
and sent to schools and
colleges in a timely way.

Watch Nick's video here
https://bit.ly/HIOWNickPockneall

HEADTEACHER QUOTE
We are really pleased to part of the
Saliva Testing process. It is helping
reassure staff, students and
parents/carers prior to the school day
and participation has been maintained
throughout, even rising in some year
groups. Thank you

Mr Hicks
Thornden School, Hampshire

VIEW FROM THE REGION
Hampshire:
156,496 total cases
7,615 new cases in last 7 days
Trend: Downwards

Volume of saliva (2mls)
from staff and students

MEET THE TEAM

BOOSTING
PARTICIPATION RATES:
NEW BATHROOM POSTERS

We are able to provide you with colour-printed copies
of this poster for use in your setting.

38%

Total samples processed
through the lab from
schools and colleges

14,988

Overworked nurses and
doctors

Regular testing helps to support your school or
college to operate in as near normal a way as
possible. Your support in achieving a high participation
rate is incredibly important. There are many ways you
can boost participation rates in your setting. One of these
is using our NEW bathroom posters within your
settings.
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Southampton:
33,897 total cases
1,174 new cases in last 7 days
Trend: Downwards

Well done to
John Hanson Community School
for a very impressive start to the
programme, with 80% of their staff and
students participating and also to
Wyvern College who saw an
increase of 17% in their staff and
student participation

Data is from the national government website, as at 04 November 2021

Portsmouth:
29,852 total cases
849 new cases in last 7 days
Trend: Downwards

Isle of Wight:
15,581 total cases
653 new cases in last 7 days
Trend: Downwards

Go to our website (www.hiowsalivatest.nhs.uk) to contact the support team via webchat or you can use the freephone number: 0808 1962282.
Hours this week are Monday to Thursday: 8.30am - 5.00pm, Friday: 8.30am - 4.00pm and Saturday: 9.00am - 1.00pm.

#BEPARTOFTHESOLUTION

