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Geography Year  9  Knowledge  and  Skills

Weather 
and 

Climate 

Students have knowledge of WHY and HOW 

we measure the weather, including 

knowledge of instruments that can be used to 

collect data and how it can be presented.
Students know that temperature varies 

around the world, and that there are a series 

of physical causes that result in this 

temperature variation including Latitude, 
Season, Ocean currents, Altitude, Distance 

from the Sea etc.
Students understand various reasons why it 
rains and how these reasons are likely to be 

determined by distance from the equator and 

other localised conditions.
Students understand the prevailing weather 
conditions associated with high and low 

pressure.
Students understand reasons for UK climate 

along with variability from N/S and W/E
Students understand the causes, impacts and 

responses to a tropical storm through a case 

study.

Collect and record weather data from various sites around 

the school using a range of instruments including 

thermometer, anemometer, and light meter.
Present collected weather data in a series of charts, tables 

and graphs. Provide analysis on results and draw 

conclusions. Evaluate investigation.
Students take notes, sketch diagrams, sequence 

explanations and write explanations in their own words.
AT the end of the process, students should be able to use 

an Atlas and existing knowledge to predict the reasons for 
difference in temperature in June and July and at various 

points around the world.
Sketch diagrams and sequence explanations. Cross 

curricular connection to science involving recall and 

revisiting prior learning from KS2 and 3.
Begin to tie weather and climate to climate zones/biomes - 

e.g. hot deserts associated with consistent sinking air.
HPA students to begin to make connections between this 

unit and global circulation of the atmosphere (KS4)

Appling understanding of all the previous learning on types 

of rainfall, temperature variation etc.
Case studies are crucial to Geography in that they build 

depth of understanding and help create a sense of place.
Students will remember and recall information, learn key 

facts and figures, build a fact file and need the information 

for an extended answer during the end of unit test.
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Globalisation
There are three different types of 
Globalisation., Economic, Cultural, and 

Political
There are many locational factors that 
influence the choice of industry these 

include: Availability of energy, labour, land, 
raw materials, transport, market and whether 
or not there is capital or sound government 
policy. This is studied through three case 

studies - Ford in Southampton, India and Nike 

in Indonesia.
Globalisation has many impacts, both positive 

and negative. 
How can a TNC like Nike impact people? 

Global decisions have local impacts. We are 

all linked to trade. What is the difference 

between trade and Fair Trade? Supply chains, 
imports, exports and the impacts of trade are 

all explored. 

Reading for comprehension 

Analysing locational factors and explaining accurately
Analysing Social, Environmental and Economic impacts 

EMPOWER presentation skills. 
Delivery of important information through accurate 

verbal explanations. 
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Resources 
What is a resource? Students explore the
range of resources that we have available to 

us from rubber, food, to water and energy. 
They also have unique and interesting 

distributions that often appear randomised at 
first glance. 
Resources are vital for human life and can be 

used in a variety of ways. Often human 

interactions with the resources can be have 

positive or negative outcomes. How do we 

challenge our use of resources more 

sustainably? 

Water, energy, non-renewable and 

renewable are explored. 

Interpreting complex Geographical sources in order to 

describe distribution. 
Analysing locational factors and explaining accurately
Debating skills. Recognising other points of view.
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Ecosystems 
and Threats 

The location of ecosystems vary according to 

latitude, altitude and distance from the sea. 
The difference between an Ecosystem and 

Biome. 
All ecosystems and Biomes are 

interdependent. Made up of Biotic and Abiotic 

factors 

Ecosystems have distinct distributions and 

characteristics influenced by location and 

latitude. These characteristics can be observed 

through flora, fauna, food webs, nutrients 

cycles, human activities. Students will study 

these threats through the Polar and Savannah 

regions. 
There are a variety of threats and 

consequences of human activity at a variety of 
scales in ecosystems. Students will study these 

threats through the Polar and Savannah 

regions. 
Desertification in the Savannah has the 

capacity to negatively impact millions. 
Solutions can be sought. Rock rows to reduce 

surface run off and trap organic matter. 
Soil fertilisation with selective growing of 
crops, use of animal manure, unwanted stems 

removed. 

Locate and describe locations (distribution) using an 

Atlas. 
Be able to describe latitude. 
Analysing locational factors
Interpreting Biotic and Abiotic components. Describing 

landscapes using specific methods
Reading and interpreting climate graphs/ nutrient 
cycles. Describing climate graphs/ nutrient cycles. 
Analysis of local and global decisions that have impacts 

on people.
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Economic 
Development 

Definitions of development within AC, EDC, 
LIDC.
Progress and improvements over time, within 

an area or region, shown by Social, Economic 

and Environmental development indicators 

such as Quality of Life, GNI per capita, Death 

rate, Birth rate, HDI
World development is uneven. Development 
can be considered alongside models such as 

Rostow and the Demographic Transition Model. 
There are Human and Physical factors that 
influence levels of development within 

countries. Russia shows this with varying levels 

of development within the country and is 

classified as an EDC when compared to other 
nations. 
That EDCs are particular complex in their 
development, with particular areas of strengths 

and weaknesses, linked to human and physical 
factors. Factors such as corruption and unfair 
wealth distribution.

 

To be able to define indicators and assess the 

strengths/weaknesses of each. To be able to use an atlas 

collect data and plot a scatter graph of bivariate data.
Use atlases, maps and indicator knowledge together to 

see patterns.
Use photos, atlases to understand complexities of 
development.
Use maps and resources to gather information and 

explain the complex relationship between landscape, 
location, the impact on humans. 
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Coasts 
Waves obtain their energy from the wind. 
Water does not move until it meets the land. 
Energy passes through the water in a 

circular motion. 
Geomorphic processes on the Coast have 

the ability to shape it. Along the coastline 

features of erosion or deposition can be 

found which may change over time as part 
of a dynamic system. 
Geology can also influence how the coast 
interacts with the landscape. Through the 

Case Study of Happisburgh, geology, rates 

of erosion, impact of erosion and coastal 
protection methods are learned. 

Communicate knowledge and understanding of 
geographical process and concepts. 
Accurately recall definitions
Interpreting Ariel photographs 

Literacy links.
There is complex relation between Human and 

Landscapes that students need to explain. 
Analysis of geographical sources and data. Students 

conduct a cost benefits exercise in order to reach a 

decision about the level of protection that should be 

put in place for Happisburgh. 


