
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                          

 

Dear Year 11 Parents, 
 
I hope this letter finds you well and that you and your families had a restful and enjoyable break. As we 
begin the new term, I am excited to welcome our Year 11 students back to school and to share with you 
some important updates regarding this crucial stage in their academic journey. 
 
The year 2026 holds great significance for our young people as they prepare for their GCSE 
examinations, which are just around the corner. With only 140 school days until the first week of exams, 
it is essential that we make the most of every moment to ensure their success. As the Raising Standards 
Leader I am committed to working closely with our staff and your children to maximise their potential. 
 
What you can expect from us as a school: 
 
● Quality first teaching 
● Support both academically and emotionally 
● Lesson A targeted to support English and/or maths 
● Period 7 lessons – starting week beginning 8th September 
● Targeted upgrades for key students 
● Targeted tutoring for key students in English, maths and science 
● Saturday core subject booster days 
● Saturday wider curriculum booster sessions 
● Holiday revision sessions 
 
What we expect from our young people: 
 
● Attend every day 
● Be on time for school and to each lesson 
● Be focused and dedicated to the learning in every lesson 
● Complete homework to aid in the revision of topics 
● Revisit previous work 
● Attend targeted P7s 
● Attend targeted booster and revision sessions 
 
How parents can help at home:  
 
● Discuss your child’s learning at home 
● Maintain communication with us regarding your child and their learning 
● Embed good routines to support with the timely completion of homework  
● Embed good routines to promote quality sleep and punctuality to school  
● Encourage your child to attend their Period 7s and the extra sessions put on for the school where 
appropriate  
● Encourage reading for pleasure 
 
Period 7s: 
 
Period 7 is a vital part of the Year 11 curriculum, designed to provide students with focused time to 
deepen their subject knowledge, strengthen exam skills, and complete essential coursework. Attendance 
is a compulsory expectation, and students are required to attend every Period 7 session, just as they 



                                                                                                                                                                          

 

 

would any other lesson. These sessions will begin on Monday 8th September and run for a minimum of 
25 minutes, directly following Period 6 without a break. In subjects with heavier coursework demands, 
staff may ask students to stay longer. As the academic year progresses, session lengths will increase to 
support students further—rising to 35 minutes in January and 45 minutes after the February half term. 
 
Additionally, there will be a Period 7 session in Science every Friday. Attendance for this will alternate 
between the A and B side of the year: A side students will attend their first session on Friday 12th 
September, while B side students will begin on Friday 19th September. 
 
Upcoming events:  
 
Over the course of this year further events will be added to support your child in maximising their 
potential. We will communicate with you further, via letter, with details of any of our upcoming or future 
sessions with complete details for the session.  In the meantime, please see below some important 
dates for your diary: 
 
Tuesday 16th September – College and Apprenticeship next steps evening 6-7pm at Cantell School 
WC 10th November – Autumn mocks 
WC 2nd February – Spring mocks 
 
Working together over the next 140 days: 
 
Strong attendance is paramount over this final school year. Our research, honed over several years, 
shows that students with an attendance higher than 93% achieve on average one whole grade better 
than a similar student with an attendance less than 93%. We believe in each member of the Cantell 
family, and we want them to enter the exams with the confidence that they have given their very best. 
What more can anyone ask of our young people? 
 
If you would like to discuss any aspect of this letter, I can be contacted via email - 
rhys.fehners@cantell.co.uk 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
Rhys Fehners 
Assistant Headteacher 
Raising Standards Leader 
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