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We are delighted that you and your child will be joining
the Cantell family in September as part of our new Year
7 intake — the Class of 2031.

We understand that the transition to a new school can
be difficult for both students and parents/carer, so we
have an excellent programme in place to support you
and your child to make this as smooth as possible. This
booklet contains the information that you need to know
to support your child at this important time.

The information in this guide refers to the school day
and is not specific to Transition Week.

Transition Week will run from 29th June-3rd July
2026 from 08:45 to 15:00.

Please feel free to contact our Transition Team at any
time during the school day, either in person, by phoning
02380323111, or by e-mailing transition@cantell.org.uk.


mailto:transition@cantell.org.uk
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Cantell students come from a range of primary schools. Our
aim is for students to get to know their new classmates and feel
confident in their new environment, as well as for students to
familiarise themselves with daily life at Cantell.

Transition Week will run from Monday 29th June to Friday 3™
July in Cantell. Students will come directly to Cantell and not go
to their primary school. Students should wear their primary
school uniform during Transition Week.

As secondary school can feel daunting to some students, we
also aim to ensure that all students understand the Cantell
community, and our way of working. In particular, the Class of
2031 will be introduced to our Cantell Cs, these are the values
which underpin everything we do.

Cantell

Chalienge | Co-operation |SEREEEIEES Commitmenty Creativity

The Cantell Cs
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Make sure that you keep track of these important dates in your diary.

Start 3rd September 2026
Autumn Term Half Term (2 weeks) 19" — 30" October 2026
Finish 18" December 2026
Start 4" January 2027
Spring Term Half Term 151 — 19" February 2027
Finish 25" March 2027
Start 12" April 2027
Summer Term Half Term 31t May — 4™ June 2027
Finish 23rd July 2027 at 12.50pm
Inset Days
e Tuesday 1st September 2026
e Wednesday 2nd September 2026
e Monday 19" October 2026
e Tuesday 20" October 2026
e Wednesday 215 October 2026
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Students should be in their Lesson A room when the bell rings
at 8.30 to mark the start of the school day.

The school takes punctuality and attendance very seriously,
and will not authorise holidays in school time, except in
exceptional circumstances. Please contact the school for a
Leave of Absence form in advance of any planned absences.

8:15 Arrive at School
8:30 Lesson A (Tutor time)
9:00 Period 1
9:50 Period 2
10:40 Break Time
11:10 Period 3
12:00 Period 4
12:50 Lunch Time

(Free School Meal Allowance Available)
13:20 Period 5
14:10 Period 6
15:00 Close of school day
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EQUIPMENT

All students are expected to carry a school bag that is big
enough to carry an A4 folder. They must also have a pencil
case that contains a pen, pencil, eraser and ruler. Students
may also wish to have a scientific calculator. In September, the
Maths department will advise students on which calculator to
purchase. There is also a stationery shop in school that
students can use before the start of the school day.

With over 1320 students on site it is difficult to reunite lost
items with their owners, unless they are clearly named, but any
unmarked lost property is kept for a reasonable period by the
Student Services Team.

The school has lockers available for student use. Students are
required to make a payment of £15.00 to lease a locker for the
duration of their time at Cantell. This includes a £5 refundable
deposit which will be given back once the locker key is
returned.
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SCHOOL UNIFORM
Students in Year 7 should wear the following uniform:

- Black school trousers (not jeans, cords, leggings or
other tight trousers) or a plain black knee length
school skirt.

- Plain black shoes (no coloured markings or laces)

- Navy blue Cantell polo shirt (short or long sleeve
options)*

- Navy blue Cantell sweatshirt*

- Navy blue Cantell fleece (optional)*

*These items should be purchased from the school suppliers:

Skoolkit Kool Skools
www.skoolkit.co.uk Info@koolskools4u.co.uk
Eastleigh@skoolkit.co.uk

31 Leigh Road 387 Shirley Road
Eastleigh Southampton
SO50 9FF SO15 3TS

02380629095 02382026260


http://www.skoolkit.co.uk/
mailto:info@koolskools4u.co.uk
mailto:Eastleigh@skoolkit.co.uk
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Cantell Sports Kit:
All students must have the following items for all
PE lessons:

- Cantell Sports Shirt *

- Cantell Sports Shorts *

- Cantell Sports Socks *

- A pair of trainers

Some students may wish to purchase Cantell Sports Fleece*
and Cantell Tracksuit Trousers*.

*These items should be purchased from the school suppliers.

No alternative kit is permitted.
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Edulink One is an app and web-based platform that we use.

Parents and students are given their own separate log ins.
Parent log in details will be emailed to you shortly.

Edulink One is very useful platform that gives you access to view
information about your child including their attendance, timetable
and latest academic reports to name a few. We also send all our
communication home via Edulink.

Further details including a user guide will be sent you later.
CURRICULUM

Students will be grouped by ability and will study English,

Maths, Humanities, Science, and at least one Language.
Students will study PE, Art, Drama, Music, Personal
Development and Technology in mixed ability groups.

If you would like to find out more about the learning in each
curriculum area, please see the curriculum area on the Cantell
School website.

Homework is an essential part of consolidating learning, and
enables students to develop independence and responsibility.
In addition, students will be expected to read for 20 minutes
each evening.

Additionally, they will receive homework from each subject area
once a week. All homework is set via Edulink. Parents can
support and monitor their child’s homework.
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High levels of literacy (reading, writing, speaking and listening)
are vital for success - not only at school, but throughout life.
Students at Cantell take part in a number of great activities to
ensure that they develop excellent levels of literacy in all areas.

Reading is a key focus - all students are expected to have a
reading book with them at all times, and the school has a
well-stocked library, with fiction and non-fiction books for all
abilities and interests.

Writing is developed across the curriculum. Students are
encouraged to participate in local and national writing
competitions, and write for a wide range of purposes.

For students who find reading and writing more difficult, the
school provides a range of literacy interventions focussing on
the skills required to develop students’ skills and
understanding.
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All students and staff at Cantell are members of one of the four
school houses: Discovery, Endeavour, Pioneer and Voyager.

Each house is named after a famous spacecraft, and the
names of the were chosen by Cantell students. There is a logo
and a colour specific to each house.

Lesson A groups comprise a mixture of all four houses. Each
year group meets fortnightly for the house assembly, organised
by the four house leaders.

Students take part in challenges, sports and competitions to
earn points for their house, and compete to win the House Cup
each year.
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GETTING TO CANTELL

The school runs a limited bus service (758) from the Northam
to the school. This is a popular service, and tickets must be

purchased in advance. Passes can be bought on a weekly or
monthly basis from school reception or via the school website.

All users of the school bus must sign a code of conduct, and on
the rare occasion that a student fails to meet these
expectations, they will be asked to find alternative transport.
The school bus route includes stops as below:

Bus Stop AM PM
Northam, Princes Street 07:50 15:34
Northam, Britannia Road 07:52 15:31

Brintons Road (Northam Road) 07:54 -

Brintons Road 07:58 15:27
RSH Hospital 08:02 15:25
ALDI 08:04 15:22
Portswood Junction 08:10 15:18
Cantell School 08:20 15:10

Students who wish to attend extra-curricular clubs and who use
the school bus service can use the existing Bluestar network to
get the bus home with a free extra-curricular pass which can be
collected from Student Services.
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If your child would like to ride their bike to school, we provide a
large area for the secure storage of bicycles. All students
cycling to school need to bring their own lock, and we advise all
cyclists to wear a helmet and have their bike fitted with suitable
lights.

Please be aware that the road outside of the school has
restricted timings and using the road within these times will
result in a penalty from SCC.

Start of School Day: 08.00to 09.30
End of School Day: 14.15 to 15.45
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Cantell School operates a cashless catering system, so
students do not need to carry money with them. Each student
has an account, where parents can top up money online using
our payment portal ParentPay. Further details along with a user
guide will be sent to you before transition week.

Students access their account using a digital numerical string,
representing their fingertip, or using a PIN. The digital
information is stored using the highest standard security
software, and has proven very successful since its introduction.

When accessing the online payment system, parents can see
what has been purchased, as well as adding additional funds to
an account. At present the daily spend maximum limit is set at
£5.60; if you wish to reduce this amount, please contact a
member of the Student Services team.

This system is also used to pay for school bus passes, school
trips and lockers.

Students who are eligible for free school meals are credited
with £2.80 each day. They can spend this at lunchtime, (Years
7,8,& 11 at 12:50pm, Years 9 & 10 at 11:30am), alongside all
other students, without being marked out in any way. Additional
funds can be added if parents/carers wish.

Hot and cold snacks are available at break time, including
toast, sandwiches and croissants. Every day the lunch service
provides a meal of the day, with either vegetarian or meat
options, as well as a full range of hot snacks, pasta,
sandwiches, cakes and desserts.



