
 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                          

 
June 2026 
 

 
Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 
Re: Administration Update 
 

Upcoming Dates for your diary 
 
Wednesday 10th June 2026        - Year 7 Virtual Parents Evening 
  
Thursday 11th & Friday 12th June 2026     - Year 9 Progress Days (Options Consultation)  
 
Friday 26th June 2026         - Inset day – school is closed for students 
 
Monday 29th June – Friday 3rd July 2026 - Year 10 Work Experience and Year 6 Transition Week 
 
Friday 17th July 2026         - all students will finish at 12.50pm  
Students will attend in non-school uniform and attend regular lessons periods 1-4, They will have their normal 
first break, Year 7 & 8 at 10.40 - 11.10 and Year 9 & 10 at 11.30-12.00. Please note students who are eligible for 
free school meals, their allowance will be made available at these times.  The 758 & 506 bus services will depart 
Cantell School at 1pm on this day 
 
Thursday 3rd September 2026        - 1st day of the Autumn term, all students to start at 8.30am 
 
Terms and Holiday Dates for 2026-2027 
 
Autumn Term 2026 
Open:   1st September 2026  
Half Term:  19th October – 30th October 2026 (2 weeks)  
Close:   18th December 2026  
 
Spring Term 2027 
Open:  4th January 2027 
Half Term: 15th – 19th February 2027 
Close:  25th March 2027 
 
Summer Term 2027 
Open:   12th April 2027 
Half Term: 31st May – 4th June 2027 
Close:  23rd July 2027 at 12:50pm 
 
Inset Days  
Tuesday 1st September 2026 
Wednesday 2nd September 2026 
3 Inset days placed within the October break 
 
 



 

  
      

Attendance 
 

To report your child absent, it is vital that you report the absence before 8:20am by using the Edulink App or by 
emailing: attendance@cantell.org.uk 
 
Medical Appointments 
 
Please make sure medical appointments are outside of school hours or in the 13 weeks of school holidays.  
 
We understand that some hospital or orthodontic appointments must be taken at the time given. On these 
occasions, students should attend school before and/or after the appointment. If your child needs to sign out from 
school for an appointment, we need a minimum of a week's notice and ask that you inform us by emailing 
attendance@cantell.org.uk  A copy of an appointment card or letter must be sent as evidence. 
 
Please remind your child of their appointment on the day and the time they need to make their own way to 
Student Services to sign out, we cannot take responsibility of reminding or collecting your child. 
 
Edulink 
 
Edulink is an App or web-based platform. Parents have their own log in details. You can use Edulink to report 
your child’s absence and update your contact details. You can also view your child’s reports, achievement 
points and attendance etc. Within attendance you can also check if your child has attended extra-curricular 
clubs. 
 
Leave of Absence 
 
Holidays should not be taken in school time. Any Leave of Absence can only be agreed by the Head Teacher 
and only agreed where there are exceptional circumstances. Please complete a leave of absence form at least 
3 weeks in advance, to notify the school of your intention to travel during term-time. If you are traveling 
overseas, please provide the initial booking confirmation of travel with both the departure and return dates. 
 
Contact Details 
 
 

Under the Data Protection Act, we are required to ensure that all the data we have is correct. If any contact 
or address details for your child have recently changed, please use the EduLink ONE app to update or notify 
Student Services in writing so that we can amend our records accordingly. For Safeguarding purposes, we 
ask that we have at least 2 contacts per child. 
 
Lost Property 
 

We would politely request that you ensure all of your child’s school uniform, including coats and PE kit is fully 
named. This will ensure that any lost property can be reunited with the owner. Please help us to help you! 
We are currently displaying lost property by Student Services. Please note this will be disposed of on the last 
day of term. 

 
ParentPay / Cashless Catering 
 
Please ensure you regularly check your child’s lunch account and make top ups as required.  
 

Thank you to those who have activated their ParentPay accounts. For a guide on how to use ParentPay, please 
go to the school website parents section – online payments. Alternatively, if you require any assistance with 
accessing ParentPay, please contact a member of the Student Services team. 
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ParentPay currently does not have an app available for download from any app stores. 
To use ParentPay, parents should visit https://www.parentpay.com/ from a mobile phone or computer. 
After logging in, parents can save a shortcut onto their phone’s home screen 
 

Please note, as we are a cashless school, ParentPay is used for making all school payments for trips/visits, school 
bus, lockers etc. It also has information letters and consent slips for all trips & visits.  
Trips and Visits 
 
To enable your child/ren to attend activities/trips/visits organised by the school, parental permission will be sought 
via ParentPay only. Trips close on ParentPay one week before the trip unless all spaces have been filled 
beforehand.  If ParentPay permission has not been given then your child/ren will not attend and will be expected 
to come into school for a normal school day. 
 
Water Bottles 
 

Please encourage your child to bring a refillable water bottle to school. Water from all taps in school are suitable 
for drinking, and bottles can be refilled at break/lunch times. 
 
Student Services Opening Times 
 
The Student Services Team are available between 8am – 4.30pm Monday to Thursday and between 8am and 4pm 
on Fridays (Term Time Only).  
Please note that the school office will be closed every day from 12.10pm – 12.50pm. 
 
School Street Scheme 
 
In an effort to improve the safety of children attending Cantell School, Southampton City Council have 
introduced measures to restrict the use of the road outside of the school and reduce the traffic during the times 
that children arrive and leave the school. 
The bus gate restricted times are: 8.00 am to 9.30 am and 2.15 pm to 3.45 pm. 
Please be aware that the scheme is not run by the school but by Southampton City Council, who will issue 
Fixed Penalty Notices to those who contravene these restrictions. 
 
Don’t forget to check our social sites (Facebook, Twitter and the Cantell website) for upcoming events, 
important dates and also to find the latest Cantell news. 
 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact myself or a member of the Student Services team 
on 023 8032 3111. 
 

Kind regards 
 
 
Mrs M Rice 
Student Services & Admin Manager 
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