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23" June 2026

Dear Parent, Carers, Guardians
Subject: Update — Partial Closure Due to Much Higher Than Usual Temperatures

Further to my letter yesterday, | wanted to update you on the situation this morning. Whilst
temperatures today are similar to those we experienced yesterday, and we are therefore able to
manage a full day of school, the impact of ongoing slow heat build-up, alongside the thermal
characteristics of the buildings, means that conditions will become significantly more challenging
on Wednesday and Thursday, with much higher than usual temperatures expected earlier in the
day, particularly from late morning onwards.

This has led to the difficult decision to close the school to all students at 10.40am on both
Wednesday and Thursday, with all students leaving the site by 11.00am. | fully appreciate
that this will cause disruption to families, and | want to reassure you that this is not a
decision we have taken lightly. We have carefully balanced the need to safeguard
students and staff, while also recognising the importance of continuity, routine and time
in school.

In making this decision, we have sought to retain the benefits of the school day by opening
during the cooler part of the morning, allowing students to attend, see their teachers and
continue their learning in a safe and manageable way. This also ensures that students eligible
for free school meals are supported. Those who are eligible will be able to collect a takeaway
cold lunch before leaving, should they wish.

For the remainder of the day, work will be set on Google Classroom. This will not be additional
work, but part of our planned curriculum, and students will be expected to complete it.

Our staff will continue to work throughout the day, including teaching in the morning, supporting
learning for the remainder of the day, and continuing with planning and preparation for the next
academic year, working from appropriately cooled environments to ensure this can be done
safely and effectively.

We will also be able to offer a small number of places on site (up to a maximum of 20) for children
of key workers where alternative arrangements cannot be made. If you would like to request a
place, please email headspa@cantell.co.uk. Places will be allocated on a first come, first served
basis. Please email by 3pm today.

In terms of transport, we have contacted Bluestar to explore whether adjustments can be made
to the 506 and 758 services to support the earlier finish, and we will provide a further update on
this later today. For students who are collected by taxi, revised collection times have already
been shared with providers.
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As outlined in my message yesterday, the Year 11 Prom will go ahead as planned tomorrow
evening as the venue is fully air conditioned.

In terms of other updates, the Philosothon has been postponed and the Itchen College trip will
no longer take place. The school will also be closed to all lettings on Wednesday and Thursday.

As | have said in my previous communications, decisions like this are never taken lightly. Our
priority is always the safety and wellbeing of our students and staff. | am grateful, as always, for
the way our Cantell family continues to pull together and support one another in responding to
situations like this.

Our staff will continue to plan for the new academic year and, as always, we will look to turn a
current challenge into something positive for the future.

A reminder that Friday is an INSET Day, and the school will be closed to students.
Thank you, as always, for your continued support and understanding.

Yours sincerely,

yA

Mr H Kutty
Headteacher
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