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Dear Parents, Carers and Guardians,

As we fast approach the end of another successful academic year, | would like to take this
opportunity to thank you for your continued support, encouragement and partnership. Together,
we continue to help create a school community where young people can flourish academically,
socially and personally.

This year has been one of achievement, opportunity and growth. Our students have embraced
learning both inside and outside the classroom, demonstrating resilience, ambition and a
willingness to make the most of the many opportunities available to them.

Across the year, students have benefited from over 100 educational visits and trips, bringing
learning to life and broadening their experiences beyond the classroom. They have also had
access to 88 extracurricular clubs, ensuring there has been something for every student to enjoy,
discover and achieve. From sporting competitions and performances to STEM activities, reading
initiatives and leadership opportunities, our students have continued to make us proud through
their enthusiasm, participation and commitment.

We have continued to invest heavily in our Personal Development curriculum. Through
EMPOWER sessions, careers week, work experience, student leadership opportunities and our
BeWise programme, students have developed important life skills that will help them navigate
the challenges and opportunities of modern life. This year, students have explored topics
including financial safety, digital safety and water safety, helping them become informed,
responsible and confident young people.

As part of the National Year of Reading, students have participated in a wide range of activities
including Reading Buddies, author visits, book fairs, reading competitions and literacy events.
Encouraging a love of reading remains central to our vision, and it has been wonderful to see
S0 many students engaging positively with books and reading opportunities throughout the year.

One area we are patrticularly proud of this year has been the continued success of our Thrive
Provision. Students within Thrive have made excellent progress, benefiting from highly
personalised support, specialist teaching and a nurturing environment that enables them to
thrive both academically and personally. The development of this additionally resourced
provision has become a significant strength of the school and has enriched our wider community.
Thrive students have enhanced our understanding of inclusion, strengthened relationships
across the school and helped us continue to develop a culture where every young person feels
valued, supported and able to succeed.
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Importantly, the impact of this work extends far beyond Thrive itself. The expertise, strategies
and resources developed through the provision have benefited students across the school,
particularly those with SEND, helping us further strengthen our inclusive practice and ensuring
that more students receive the support they need to be successful.

We are delighted that this provision will continue to grow next year as we welcome a new Year
7 Thrive cohort to Cantell. This expansion reflects the confidence that families and external
partners place in the quality of support available at the school and represents another important
step in our commitment to ensuring that every child has access to an exceptional education.

We are particularly proud that external reviews have once again recognised many of the
strengths of our school, including the quality of teaching and learning, the strength of our
inclusion and SEND provision, the positive culture across the school and the breadth of
opportunities available to students. Whilst we are pleased with this recognition, we remain
committed to continuous improvement and ensuring that every child receives the very best
educational experience possible.

As we prepare for the new academic year, we have taken the opportunity to review and refresh
our Parent, Carer and Guardian Guide. The updated guide provides clearer information about
our expectations, routines, communication processes and the support available to students and
families. We hope this will provide greater clarity and strengthen the partnership between home
and school.

Alongside this, we have also developed a new Cantell Family Commitment. This commitment
reflects something we strongly believe at Cantell: that young people are most successful when
school and home work together, united by shared expectations, mutual respect and a common
purpose.

The Cantell Family Commitment outlines:

e What students can expect from us as a school.

¢ What we ask of students as members of the Cantell Family.

e How parents, carers and guardians can support attendance, learning, behaviour and
personal development.

The commitment is not intended to be another policy document. Instead, it captures the values
that underpin our community and recognises that we all have a role to play in helping young
people succeed. It reflects our shared commitment to high expectations, excellent attendance,
positive relationships, strong communication and ensuring that every student develops the
knowledge, skills and character needed to thrive.

At the beginning of the new academic year, we will ask all students and their parents, carers or
guardians to review and sign the Cantell Family Commitment. We hope this simple act will
reinforce the strong partnership that already exists between home and school and provide a
clear foundation for the year ahead.

The Cantell Family Commitment document can be accessed by logging into your parent Edulink
account, where it will be available for completion.
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As always, there is much to celebrate, but we also recognise that there is more work to do.
Attendance, independent study, habits, commitment to learning of some and student leadership,
remain important priorities for the year ahead. By continuing to work together, we can build on
the strong foundations already in place and ensure that every student is equipped to achieve
their full potential.

To our Year 11 students and their families, thank you for your support throughout their time at
Cantell. We look forward to welcoming students back in August for Results Day and celebrating
their achievements as they move on to the next stage of their journey.

To our new Year 7 students and their families, a very warm welcome to Cantell.

To all our students and their families, thank you once again for the trust you place in us each
day. The strength of the Cantell community comes from the relationships we build together, and
we are grateful for the support, encouragement and partnership shown by our parents, carers
and guardians throughout the year.

On behalf of all staff and governors, | wish you and your family a safe, restful and enjoyable
summer break. We look forward to welcoming students back in September for another exciting
and successful year.

Yours sincerely,

Z

Mr H Kutty
Headteacher

Together, we continue to improve life chances and create opportunities for every child in our
care.

#CantellandProud #CantellFamily

Outstanding
Provider

PO NV a Research
Ofsted w 'Aq}lV’Q Mark plus

U Commonty Tvuk
. A Yo Chartered College
1% of Teaching

Cantell - An exceptional school experience: Academic excellence | Exciting teaching & learning | Life-changing opportunities | A richly diverse community



