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Parent Guide for September 2026

Key information for parents to help their child return in September "Cantell Ready”

Dear Parents, Carer and Guardians,

We are very much looking forward to welcoming all students back to the Cantell family in
September.

We are incredibly proud to be an Ofsted Outstanding school, comprehensive in every sense of
the word with over 650 applications each year for Year 7 places. This reflects the strength of
what we offer and the reputation we have built together - staff, students and parents. Being part
of the Cantell family is something we value deeply — it brings with it opportunity, support and
high expectations for all.

At Cantell, we are unapologetically ambitious for every child. Our aim is not simply that
students achieve well in examinations, but that they leave us as knowledgeable, confident and
articulate young people who can think critically, communicate with clarity and take their place
in the world with purpose. Everything we do at Cantell has a very clear link to success in the
world of work.

This Parent Guide is designed to support that journey. It sets out the key information,
expectations and routines that will help your child settle quickly and succeed, and will help you
navigate school life at Cantell with confidence.

What can you expect from us?

You can expect a highly effective, ambitious curriculum that stretches students beyond exam
specifications and enables them to develop real expertise in their subjects.

You can expect strong teaching, learning and assessment that ensures students not only
remember knowledge, but understand it deeply, discuss ideas confidently, write with precision
and think critically.

You can expect arich and extensive enrichment programme — one that creates lasting
memories, builds friendships, and develops the wider skills our young people will need in the
future. Through trips, visits and a breadth of extra-curricular opportunities, we aim to offer an
experience comparable to the very best.

You can expect a strong focus on wellbeing and mental health. We take this seriously and have
systems and support in place to ensure that students feel safe, supported and able to thrive. At
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the same time, we will work with students to build resilience, confidence and independence,
helping them to navigate challenges and grow stronger through them.

Above all, you can expect that your child will be known, supported and cared for. Cantellis a
community built on strong relationships, where children feel safe, challenged and valued.

In return, we have high expectations of our students.

We expect them to be kind, courteous and respectful to others — recognising that they will
encounter a wide range of views, backgrounds and experiences and that it is possible to
disagree respectfully while continuing to listen, learn and grow.

We expect them to be the very best version of themselves each day — to take pride in their
learning, to try their very best and to make the most of the opportunities in front of them.

We expect them to be ambitious — for themselves, for their families and for the communities
they are part of.

We expect them to be resilient and determined, understanding that making mistakes is part of
learning, but that real growth comes from reflecting, improving and moving forward.

Cantellis a safe place to learn and to get things wrong — but it is also a place where we learn
from those mistakes and continually strive to do better.

Our expectations of parents and carers are equally important.

We ask that you work with us in genuine partnership — supporting the school’s expectations at
home, ensuring your child attends regularly, arrives on time, is properly equipped and ready to
learn. These daily habits matter and make a significant difference over time.

We also ask that you communicate openly and work with us when challenges arise. We will
always approach situations with care, courtesy and professionalism and we ask the same in
return. When home and school are aligned, we create the very best conditions for young people
to succeed.

We recognise that raising young people today is not without its challenges. In many ways, the
world our children are growing up in is more complex than ever before. That is precisely why the
partnership between home and school matters so much.

Together, we have a responsibility to help this generation grow into thoughtful, capable and
principled adults who will go on to make a positive difference in society.

We look forward to working with you in the year ahead.
Yours sincerely,
Harry Kutty

Head Teacher
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Times of the day

Please see below times of the school day.

Time Lesson YEAR Time Lesson YEAR
0830-0900 A 7,8+11 0830-0900 A 9+10
0900-0950 1 7,8+11 0900-0950 9+10
0950-1040 2 7,8+11 0950-1040 9+10
1040-1110 BREAK 1 7,8+11 1040-1130 9+10
1110-1200 7,8+11 1130-1200 9+10
1200-1250 7,8+11 1200-1250 9+10
1250-1320 7,8+11 1250-1340 9+10
1320-1410 7,8+11 1340-1410 | BREAK 2 9+10
1410-1500 7,8+11 1410-1500 6 9+10
1500-1545 Period 7, Extra-curricular clubs, Aim High Sessions

Term Dates for the New Academic Year

Autumn Term 2026 Open: 15t September 2026
Half Term: 19" October — 30" October 2026 (2 weeks)

Close: 18" December 2026

Spring Term 2027 Open: 4™ January 2027
Half Term: 15" - 19" February 2027
Close: 27th March 2026

Summer Term 2027 Open: 12" April 2027
Half Term: 315t — 4" June 2027
Close: 23" July 2027 at 12.50pm

Inset Days

Tuesday 1% September 2026
Wednesday 2" September 2026
Monday 19" October 2026
Tuesday 20™ October 2026
Wednesday 21° October 2026
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Attendance

The most important way a parent can help their child at school is to ensure that they have good
attendance. At Cantell School our minimum expectation for attendance is 97%. To put this into
context the table below shows how much learning is lost at each attendance figure.

Attendance percentage

Time Lost

Lessons Missed

97

1 Week

35

94.5

2 Weeks

70

92

3 Weeks

90

32 Weeks

85

5 Weeks

80

7 Weeks

Please note that itis not just the Lessons your child misses that is an issue, they will also
struggle in the next lesson to try and find out what they missed while absent and keep up with
that lesson’s learning.

If travelling overseas or booking holidays, please understand the impact this will have on your
child’s education and trips during the 14 weeks of school closure a year — the school will apply
for a Fixed Penalty Notice for those who do take students out of school except in the most
exceptional of cases.

If you need support with your child’s attendance, please contact your child’s Head of Year.
Each Head or Year will write to you before September to introduce themselves.

You must report your child absent if they are not in school by 0820 by using the Edulink App or
by emailing attendance@cantell.org.uk

Punctuality

We expect all students to arrive before 0830. This is the start of their first lesson and they
should be at schoolin good time. The school building and rooms are open at 0815. We will lock
the school doors after 0830 and students arriving at this time will be met by a member of the
Senior Leadership Team to see how we can help students meet our expectations.

Travel

We would like to take this opportunity to remind students to travel to and from school in a safe
and sensible manner. As mentioned in the school behaviour policy; “Students are expected to
conduct themselves responsibly outside of Cantell School and meet school expectations for
good behaviour at all times.”

Please remind your children to take care on the roads, wear protective equipment if cycling and
fit lights and wear Hi-Viz clothing in the winter months. Electric Scooters are not legal on
pavements or roads so should not be brought to school.

If dropping off your children — please also do this safely and sensibly. We would recommend
dropping off children slightly further from the school to avoid three point turns. Please
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remember that there is a SCC Bus gate in operation outside the school between 0800-0930

and 1415-1545. Parents driving through the bus gate at these times will be liable to a fine from
SCC.

Due to an increase in students and staff with mobility issues please can | ask that blue badge
owners who are not visiting the school and are picking up children who do not need any
adjustments, do not use the orange bays inside the turning circle.

Year Group Bases

In order to support a safe and calm entrance into school students should use the nearest
available entrance and go to the following tutor bases:

Year 7 — Humanities corridor

Year 8 — English corridor

Year 9 - Languages corridor

Year 10 - Top Floor Science corridor
Year 11 — Maths corridor

Behaviour

To continue to support the exceptional teaching and learning at Cantell we will continue to use
our successful “3 Strikes Policy”:

Prior to following the steps below a teacher will have used a range of teaching behaviour
strategies to help focus and support a student, making reasonable adjustments where
required:

1. Name on board and verbal warning with explanation to re-adjust behaviour. Students with
regulation passes will be reminded to use them.

2. Second verbal warning and tick next to name explaining that they will be mediated for a
reflection period if the behaviour does not stop (Teacher logs BP and phone call home). Year
Leader to set an appropriate sanction.

3. Reflected to Year Leader or member of patrol via an email to mediation. Year Leader or
member of patrol conversation (10 minutes time to reflect). Year Leader to set an appropriate
sanction.

Any behaviour that is deemed to be a serious one off breach may result in immediate mediation
and removal from the learning environment.
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Mobile phones

At Cantell School, we recognise that mobile phones can be valuable tools for
communication and organisation. Historically, the vast majority of our students have used
them responsibly and mobile phones have rarely been a significant issue within the school.

However, national expectations regarding mobile phone use in schools have become
clearer. The Department for Education is explicit that:

“All schools should be mobile phone-free environments by default; anything other
than this should be by exception only.”

Schools are expected to ensure that pupils do not have access to mobile phones
throughout the school day, including during lessons, movement between lessons,
breaktimes and lunchtime.

This reflects a clear national position designed to support:

e Consistent expectations across schools
e |Improved focus and learning
* Positive behaviour and wellbeing

From September 2026:

Phones must be switched off before entering the school site

Phones must remain switched off at all times during the school day

Phones must be stored in bags and kept out of sight at all times

Phones must not be carried on a student’s person (e.g. in pockets or in hand),
unless specific arrangements have been agreed in advance

Phones must not be accessed at any point during the school day, including:

e Lessons
e Movement between lessons
e Breaktime and lunchtime

A phone that is switched on, even if not in use, does not meet expectations. If a phone is
seen or heard, it will be treated as a breach of this policy. As members of the Cantell
Family, students are expected to take responsibility for meeting these expectations.
Parents are required to support the school in this policy.

Children and mobile phones is a shared but distinct responsibility. How and when children
use mobile phones, including whether they have a smartphone, is a parental responsibility.

Uniform

Cantell’s uniform is designed to be smart, professional and practical, enabling all students to
access the curriculum comfortably and safely. It is uniformity but not at the cost of
individuality. A copy of the uniform policy can be found on the school website. A few key points
to note are that;

Jeans, Chinos, tracksuit bottoms, combat trousers and leggings are not considered Smart
Professional Wear and are unacceptable.
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Leggings can be worn under a skirt or school trouser type shorts in lieu of tights, but not worn on
their own.

Very short skirts are not considered Smart Professional Wear.

Trainers and shoes with other colours are not considered Smart Professional Wear.
Unnaturally dyed colour hair is not considered to be Smart Professional Wear.

If you have any specific concerns regarding the uniform and your child please do contact their
Head of year to discuss. A student’s year leader will make a final decision regarding uniform
issues and will inform students and parents in breach of this policy to change their attire.

Being Cantell ‘Ready to Learn’

Supporting Your Young Person's Learning: What the Evidence Says

As children transition to secondary school, your role changes. You do not need to be an expert
in the curriculum to help them thrive. Instead, effective engagement shifts toward supporting
their independence and well-being at home:

Focus on Environment, Not Expertise: You don’t need to teach the content. Help your
young person by establishing consistent study routines and creating a quiet,
distraction-free space for homework.

Encourage Independence: Prompt them to problem-solve rather than giving them
answers. Ask questions like, "Where could you look that up?" or "Can you explain this
topic to me?"

Use Edulink: Regularly check our school communication and Edulink. This gives you
the insight needed to support their homework, deadlines and celebrate achievement
points with them.

Prioritise Attendance and Sleep: Consistent school attendance and healthy
boundaries around screens (especially keeping phones out of bedrooms at night)
supports the building of healthy routines.

Research from the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) shows that active parental support
remains one of the most powerful tools for a young person’s success. Find out more about how
parental engagement drives student success in the EEF Teaching and Learning Toolkit.

Work Etiquette: "Work Proud"

We teach our students that their work is a direct reflection of their effort and mindset. Taking
pride in their books and folders isn't just about heatness—it turns their work into a high-quality
revision tool that helps them know more and remember more over time.

Our Classroom and Home Expectations:

Every piece of work must have a date and a title, underlined using a ruler.

If a student makes a mistake, they should simply cross it out with a single line. No
scribbles or heavy crossing out are needed.

A mistake is not a failure; it is a valuable learning point!

How parents can help: Ask to see your young person’s books occasionally. Praise the pride
they take in their presentation and look out for those neatly underlined titles and clean
corrections.
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How are students with SEND supported at Cantell?

Teachers receive regular updates and guidance on how to support students with SEND. This

includes key strategies such as:

Discrete 1:1 check-ins following whole-class teaching

Use of smaller cutaway groups within the classroom to support specific learning tasks
Additional processing time to help students fully understand their learning

Repeated instructions delivered in a variety of ways to aid progression

Deployment of Learning Support Assistants to address specific difficulties in the
classroom

Reasonable adjustments for students with diverse learning needs

Reasonable adjustments to support emotional regulation and behaviour

Students with additional needs have detailed support plans outlining strategies to aid their
learning. These plans are used by all staff involved in teaching and are reviewed and updated
throughout the year.

https://www.cantell.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/SEND-Information-report-2025-26-
APPROVED-by-WGB-6.11.25-1.pdf

Equipment

Ensuring that students come to school with the correct equipment is essential for their learning
and success. When students are prepared with the tools they need—such as pens, pencils,
rulers and their books—they are able to fully engage in lessons, make the most of learning time,
and produce work to a high standard. Developing this habit also builds important life skills,
including organisation, independence, responsibility and readiness for the workplace, where
being prepared and equipped is key to success.

Our expectations
For students to be prepared for learning, we recommend they have the following equipment:
Backpack (with room for exercise books)
Reading Book
Water bottle
A pencil case (you will need a clear pencil case for exams)
At least two black pens
At least two pencils
Green pen
Highlighters
Ruler
Eraser
Protractor
Glue stick
Calculator

We recommend students having a Casio Classwiz scientific calculator that is approved for
GCSE exams.
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The latest models are either
FX 83 GTCW+ (battery only)
FX85 GTCW+ (dual power battery and solar)

If students are taking GCSE statistics the above calculators are fine but they may wish to
consider

FX991CW+ UK
Which is also suitable for further maths.
How parents can help?

Parents can support this by helping their child check their equipment each evening,
encouraging them to pack their bag the night before, and replacing items when needed.

The Cantell Stationary Shop is available each day, before the start of Lesson A as well as
during Lesson A on Tuesday through to Friday, should students want to purchase any items.

25p Bundle - A black pen, a green pen and a pencil and a ruler

£12.95 Ready to Learn Kits — A scientific calculator, a maths kit (we remove the
compass and sharpener) two black pens, one green pen, a pencil, and pencil case to
keepitallin

10p Single black pen

As a cashless school, the above items can be bought through your child’s Parent Pay account.

Student Timetables

Students will receive a copy of their personal timetable when they return to schoolin
September. Timetables are also available at any time via the student and parent Edulink app,
enabling families to easily view lessons, subjects and teaching groups.

At Cantell, we regularly review teaching groups to ensure every student is supported to achieve
their best. These decisions are informed by careful monitoring of progress, feedback from
teachers and discussions with faculty leaders, year leaders and students.

Our approach is designed to create positive, inclusive classrooms that reflect our school
community. We believe this supports students’ confidence, sense of belonging and overall
progress.

Please note that, as part of this ongoing review process, teaching groups and timetables may be
adjusted during the year where it is in the best interests of students’ learning and development.
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Reading at Cantell

Reading is an integral part of school life here at Cantell. We recognise that reading is a
fundamental skill to learning success, as well as a very enjoyable past time. We encourage our
students to read widely and as such, all students are expected to carry a reading book in their
bag so they can actively participate in the reading activities we have on offer.

It is vital you support us at home. This can be as simple as asking your child what they are
reading and what they are enjoying about it; recommending books you have enjoyed; reading
together; and visiting a library. For more information, including a Reading Together advice
bookmark and Reading Guide for parents:

https://www.cantell.co.uk/curriculum/reading/

https://www.canva.com/design/DAG|jSz6P2CY/2hnmhvwp4)-
Dt8uOlRXhgA/view?utm_content=DAGjSz6P2CY&utm_campaign=share_your_design&utm_me
dium=link2&utm_source=shareyourdesignpanel#4

Celebrating Success at Cantell

At Cantell, we believe that students are most successful when they are both recognised and
intrinsically motivated. Our rewards system is designed to encourage a genuine love of
learning, while celebrating effort, achievement and positive contributions to our school
community.

The foundation of our approach is built on the power of praise. This is recognised through house
points, postcards home and regular positive feedback from staff. Each class is awarded house
points on a weekly basis, reinforcing consistent effort and positive behaviours over time.

In addition, we track Commitment to Learning (CTL) at each data collection point. This reflects
students’ effort, behaviour and homework completion.

Students who demonstrate exceptional commitment are recognised through our Gold and
Green groups, which are celebrated three times a year at each data collection point.

To find out more about how we celebrate student success, please visit our webpage:
View Cantell Rewards Information

Homework

Homework or enrichment activities are set regularly in all subjects in both Key Stage 3 and Key
Stage 4.

We use Edulink to set and track these, providing a clear to-do list and a record of past tasks.

This allows parents, carers and students to easily review assignments and monitor submission.

For support, a drop-in homework club is available at the end of each school day for all year
groups, with staff on hand to provide guidance. We also offer dedicated homework support
sessions on allocated days for students who are regularly struggling to complete their tasks.
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Use the link below to see the homework timetable:
https://www.cantell.co.uk/curriculum/homework/

Extra-curricular

At Cantell we pride ourselves on offering our students a range of different extra-curricular
activities they can take part in. We believe that these extra-curricular clubs help build life skills
that our students will use whilst at Cantell but also in the wider community. Please see the link
to the extracurricular booklet

The majority of our extracurricular clubs take place after school from 3pm to 3.45pm and
students can sign up to these clubs by using the EduLink App. More details on the EdulLink App
will be shared in September.

At the end of September, we hold our Horizons Fair where students will be able to sign up for
clubs and choose a taster activity to take partin.

House System

All students and staff at Cantell are members of one of the four school Houses: Discovery,
Endeavour, Pioneer and Voyager. Each House is named after a famous space craft, and the
names of the Houses were chosen by Cantell students. There is a logo and a colour specific
to each House. Each House meets fortnightly for an assembly, organised by their House
Leader. Students take part in challenges, sports and competitions to earn points for their
House and compete to win the House Cup each year.

Contact Details

Under the Data Protection Act, we are required to ensure that all the data we have is correct. If
any contact or address details for your child have recently changed, please notify Student
Services in writing so that we can amend our records accordingly. For Safeguarding purposes,
we ask that we have at least two contacts per child. It is also important that we have up to date
email addresses as we are increasing communicating with parents by email.

ParentPay / Cashless Catering

Thank you to those who have activated their ParentPay accounts. If you need a reminder of your
log in details, please email info@cantell.co.uk. For a guide on ‘How to use ParentPay’, please go
to the parent’s section on the website — ParentPay. Alternatively, if you require any assistance
with accessing ParentPay please contact a member of the Student Services team.

Please note, as we are a cashless school, ParentPay will be used for making all school payments
for trips/visits, school bus, lockers etc. It will also have information letters and consent slips for
all trips & visits. We are no longer able to take payments by card over the phone, this is to ensure
we are able to answer other phone calls in a prompt and efficient manner.
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Contact Us

Please see the contact details below which you can use if you need to discuss anything with
your Year Leader:

Year7 Mrs Jo Hartley jo.hartley@cantell.co.uk SLT Link Miss Phillips

Year 8 Miss Sandy Bassi sandy.bassi@cantell.co.uk SLT Link Miss Dodds

Year 9 Mrs Karen Huelin karen.huelin@cantell.co.uk SLT Link Mr Godwin

Year 10 Mr Ryan Swain ryan.swain@cantell.co.uk SLT Link Miss Sheath

Year 11 Mr Bradley bradley.magookin@cantell.co.uk SLT Link Mr Fehners
Magookin

L2L Mrs Lena Beattie lena.beattie@cantell.co.uk SLT Link Mr Creswell

SENCo Mrs Rachel Bridges | senco@cantell.co.uk SLT Link Mr Kutty

Also if you have any administrative concerns — FSM, Buses, Uniform, ParentPay etc. please
contact reception on:

02380323111 or info@cantell.co.uk

Safeguarding

We take our duty of care for the safety and wellbeing of our students very seriously. If you
are concerned about anyone in our community please contact our DSLs (Designated
Safeguarding Lead):

At any time, including school closures, you first point of contact is:
safeguarding@cantell.co.uk

Our DSL is Mr lan Creswell, Deputy Head. He can be contacted on:
ian.creswell@cantell.co.uk

Our Deputy DSL is Miss Joanne Taft. She can be contacted on: joanne.taft@cantell.co.uk
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