
 
 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                          

Dear Parents, Carers and Guardians, 
 

RE: Amendment to our ‘Cantell Dress Code’ 
 

I am writing to let you know about a change to our Cantell Dress Code for September 2026. 
 

Following a query from a parent and a subsequent review of our dress code, we have identified that we 
should not have included Cantell PE shorts as a compulsory branded item. This was a mistake on our part, 
and I would like to apologise for the error and clarify the position ahead of September. 
 

The Children's Wellbeing and Schools Act 2026 limits the number of compulsory branded items that 
secondary schools can require. While our dress code was developed using the DfE Statutory Guidance, we 
have since recognised that our interpretation was incorrect and that Cantell PE shorts should not have been 
listed as a compulsory item.  
 

As a result, from September students may wear either: 
 

Cantell branded PE shorts or tracksuit; or 
Plain navy-blue shorts or plain navy tracksuit bottoms. 
 

Cycling shorts or leggings will not be permitted for PE lessons. 
 

I recognise that some families may already have purchased branded PE shorts based on the information that 
we provided. If you have done so, please be assured that these shorts remain a fully accepted part of our PE 
uniform and students are very welcome to continue wearing them. There is absolutely no expectation that 
any family replaces items they have already purchased. 
 

I also understand that some families may be frustrated that this amendment has been made after uniform 
purchases have already been made for September. That concern is entirely understandable. As soon as the 
error was identified, we wanted to correct it and provide families with the most accurate information 
possible ahead of the new school year. 
 

An updated version of our Cantell Dress Code is now available on the school website. 
 

As always, if any member of our Cantell Family requires support with obtaining school uniform, please 
contact Mrs Rice via info@cantell.co.uk and we will do our best to help. 
 

Thank you for your understanding and continued support. 
 

Kind regards, 
 
 
 

Mr Ian Creswell 
Deputy Headteacher 


